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The United States has long maintained a
position of strong support for a negotiated set-
tlement. This position has been reaffirmed by
the Obama Administration and | urge the Ad-
ministration to continue to take an active role
in the efforts to reach a mutually agreed upon
resolution.

If the Administration can keep the sides talk-
ing; if the “blame Turkey” groups here in the
United States can end the “blame game” and
redirect their misspent energies towards the
real work of reshaping Cyprus into a Cyprus
that respects human rights and the funda-
mental freedoms for all Cypriots; and if the
Greek Cypriots and the Turkish Cypriots can
continue to demonstrate political will and ne-
gotiate in good faith for the future of all Cyp-
riots; | am hopeful for the future of Cyprus.

———

RECOGNIZING 20TH ANNIVERSARY
OF AMERICANS WITH DISABIL-
ITIES ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 26, 2010

Mr. DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, today |
wish to honor the 20th anniversary of the en-
actment of the Americans with Disabilities Act
of 1990. The law prohibits discrimination by
private and public institutions toward citizens
with disabilities, mandating that any entity cov-
ered by the law take reasonable steps to
make their property, lines of communication,
and employment accessible to persons with
disabilities. In the two decades since the law’s
passage, it has opened the door for over 50
million Americans to participate more fully in
day-to-day activities and to pursue opportuni-
ties in society. One out of every five American
households has a family member who has a
physical or cognitive disability. This historic bill
expanded access to physical buildings and
countless activities, easing the ability of these
citizens to go about their daily lives freely with-
out concern that they will be denied access to
a school, shopping center, business, or com-
munication device. Access is a freedom that
everyone should enjoy, and | am proud to cel-
ebrate two decades of a law designed to pro-
mote this freedom for so many. | am proud
that many of the accommodations that re-
sulted from this law are considered common-
place now.

My Congressional District has long sup-
ported the efforts to promote equal civil rights.
Chicago has been a leader in the movement
to improve the livelihood of Americans with
disabilities. For example, the Chicago Transit
System has implemented a comprehensive
policy of equality by making 100 percent of the
public buses wheel chair accessible, as well
as improving service to meet the needs of the
hearing impaired and the blind.

There is still more that we must do to pro-
mote equal rights for persons with disabilities.
The recent health care law included an impor-
tant step forward with the inclusion of the
Community First Choice Option, which allows
States to include within their Medicaid State
Plans an option to receive community-based
services for individuals with disabilities who
are eligible for nursing homes and other insti-
tutional settings. The Community First Choice
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Option gives people the choice to leave facili-
ties and institutions for their own homes and
communities with appropriate, cost effective
services and supports. We must continue to
work to encourage States to make this option
a reality. We also must continue to work to
make choice for receiving care in one’s com-
munity mandatory at the federal level via pas-
sage of the Community Choice Act. We
should build on the precedent set two decades
ago with the enactment of the ADA by giving
Americans with disabilities the freedom to
choose where they live.

Equality is a founding principle of our coun-
try. It has been an arduous process for many
groups of people—from the Emancipation
Proclamation to the Nineteenth Amendment
for women’s suffrage to the Civil Rights Act of
1964. The Americans with Disabilities Act of
1990 was another milestone in equality for our
Nation. Thousands of individuals worked in
earnest to make this law possible, and thou-
sands continue to champion this law’s imple-
mentation. For these efforts, we honor the
20th anniversary of the enactment of the revo-
lutionary bill.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. ADAM H. PUINAM

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 27, 2010

Mr. PUTNAM. Madam Speaker, on Monday,
July 26, 2010, | was not present for three re-
corded votes. Had | been present, | would
have voted the following way:

Rollcall No. 467—"yea.”

Rollcall No. 468—"yea.”

Rollcall No. 469—"yea.”

IN HONOR OF UNITED STATES
SENATOR GEORGE VOINOVICH

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 27, 2010

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in honor and recognition of United
States Senator GEORGE VOINOVICH as he is
named the Honorary President of the Amer-
ican Nationality Movement at the Annual Cap-
tive Nations Commemoration held in Cleve-
land, Ohio. During his career, Senator
VOINOVICH has served as a State Representa-
tive, County Auditor, Lieutenant Governor,
Governor, Mayor of Cleveland and Senator. In
each capacity, he served with honor and dig-
nity.

Senator VOINOVICH learned early on the sig-
nificance of family, heritage and faith. He was
born and raised in the working class, eth-
nically diverse neighborhood of Collinwood
along Cleveland’s northeast side. His parents
encouraged him to go to college, and he grad-
uated with a BA degree from Ohio University,
and in 1961, a law degree from The Ohio
State University.

Since his first election to public office as a
Member of the Ohio House of Representatives
in 1967, Senator VOINOVICH has focused his
public service on issues and causes that re-
quire strong leadership. He has focused on
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children’s issues, environmental issues, eco-
nomic issues and government accountability.
As Governor of the State of Ohio, Senator
VOINOVICH brought together members of both
parties to strengthen and enact new laws in
the areas of child support, child safety and
early childhood education. He also enacted
stricter laws against child abusers and preda-
tors.

Since his election to the United States Sen-
ate in 1999, Senator VOINOVICH has served on
numerous committees where he has worked
diligently to ensure that the Federal Govern-
ment works as efficiently and resourcefully as
possible. In the 111th Congress, Senator
VOINOVICH has continued his work protecting
and preserving our environment including our
most significant natural resource—our Great
Lakes. He serves as co-chair of the Senate
Great Lakes Task Force where he has worked
to clean up and restore the Great Lakes, to
safeguard the Great Lakes from oil and gas
drilling, and to protect the Lakes from invasive
species like the Asian carp.

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join
me in honor and recognition of Senator
George VOINOVICH as he is named as Hon-
orary President by the American Nationalities
Movement. Senator VOINOVICH's lifelong public
service reflects hard work, accomplishment
and dedication on behalf of our community
and our Nation.

———

RECOGNIZING SIX OUTSTANDING
HIGH SCHOOLS IN TEXAS’ 26TH
DISTRICT

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 27, 2010

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize six outstanding high
schools located within the 26th Congressional
District of Texas that were chosen by News-
week to be placed on “America’s Best High
School List 2010.”

“America’s Best High School List” is com-
piled annually utilizing statistical data about
the academia that public, magnet, and spe-
cialty high schools implement within their
classrooms. Ranking of each school is based
upon the rigorous courses that school staffs
challenge their students with, such as ad-
vanced placement college-level courses and
tests. Only six percent of public schools in the
United States made the list this year.

Madam Speaker, | would like to submit for
the RECORD the names of the high schools
within my district that achieved this honor:

Keller High School (Keller ISD), Keller, TX;

Wakeland High School (Frisco ISD), Frisco,
TX;

Flower Mound High School (Lewisville ISD),
Flower Mound, TX;

LD Bell High School (Hurst-Euless-Bedford
ISD), Hurst, TX;

Marcus High School (Lewisville ISD), Flower
Mound, TX; and

The Colony High School (Lewisville 1SD),
The Colony, TX.

Madam Speaker, it is truly an honor to rise
today and commend these exemplary high
schools. | am proud to represent all of the
hard working teachers, administrators, staff
and students of these fine educational institu-
tions in the U.S. House of Representatives.
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